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Interview with Amber Boardman
By Stuart Horodner

Stuart Horodner
In 2019, you did a series of crowd paintings of exuberant sports and music fans jammed together. Massive Touch Network, in particular, reminded me of the countless masked celebrants in James 
(QVRU·V�&KULVW·V�(QWU\�LQWR�%UXVVHOV�LQ�������<RXU�QHZ�SDLQWLQJV�VHHP�À[DWHG�RQ�TXHVWLRQV�RI�FKRLFH��:KDW�GR�ZH�ZDQW�DQG�ZK\"�+RZ�PXFK�GR�ZH�SDUWLFLSDWH�DQG�LV�UHVLVWDQFH�SRVVLEOH"�:RUNV�
like 'L]]\LQJ�$UUD\ and 6W\OH�RU�&RPIRUW, for example.

Amber Boardman
I think a lot about the number of decisions we make in a day. These tiny decisions—many of them screen-based—gradually deplete us as our behaviours are continually nudged by algorithms. 

SH:
/HW·V�IDFH�LW��ZH�DUH�H[KDXVWHG�E\�FRXQWOHVV�RIIHULQJV�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG��FOLFNHG�RQ��DQG�OLNHG��'R�\RX�NQRZ�6KHUU\�7XUNOH·V�ZULWLQJV"�,Q�KHU�ERRN�5HFODLPLQJ�&RQYHUVDWLRQ��7KH�3RZHU�RI�7DON�LQ�D�
'LJLWDO�$JH she argues that we live in a universe of constant connection but no real conversation. 

AB: 
+RZ�GR�\RX�VROYH�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�VSHHG�RI�OLIH"�+RZ�GR�\RX�FDWFK�WKH�LQWHUQHW�DQG�SLQ�LW�GRZQ"�)RU�PH��SDLQWLQJ�LV�D�ZD\�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��D�ZD\�RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�DQG�SXWWLQJ�WKLQJV�
away in neat containers. But I also rebel against too much structure and want to break out of it. You can see evidence of this in the grid-based works 'DWLQJ�$SS�$OJRULWKP and 3RUQ�&DWHJRULHV. 
7KH\�DUH�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�PDS�RI�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQWHUQHW��7KH\·UH�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�ZH·YH�LPSRVHG�RQ�RXUVHOYHV�E\�RXU�UHOLDQFH�RQ�WHFK�WR�KHOS�XV�GHFLGH�ZKDW�PLJKW�WLWLOODWH�XV��

SH:
3DLQWLQJ�LV�D�JRRG�IRUP�RI�WLWLOODWLRQ��$�VORZ�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�ZKHUH�WKH�YLVXDO�DQG�PDWHULDO�YRFDEXODU\�FDQ�GR�LWV�WKLQJ��6FHQH��GHWDLOV��RR]H��VWURNH��VPXGJH�

AB:
The differences between my working materials are stark. I spend a lot of time on my computer (clean grids and right angles), and I work with paint (oily, smelly, and unruly). But all of us are 
simultaneously dealing with neat and tidy binary code, and the messy human elements of people, bodies, and personalities. 

SH:
,�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�FKLOGOLNH�YLVLRQ�WKDW�PL[HV�WKH�UHDO�DQG�WKH�LPDJLQDU\��'UHDPLQJ�XS�SHUVRQDO�GHVLUHV�DQG�FLYLF�RQHV��&RQVWUXFWLQJ�D�VWDJH�DQG�PRYLQJ�HYHU\GD\�DFWLRQ�ÀJXUHV�DURXQG�

AB:
,�DP�GHÀQLWHO\�SOD\LQJ�LQ�WKDW�VSDFH��,Q�0RYLH�1LJKW��LW·V�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�D�YLHZHU�ZKR�FDQ�VHH�EH\RQG�WKH�QRUPDO�YLVLEOH�OLJKW�VSHFWUXP��LQWR�WKH�UDQJH�RI�DOJRULWKPV��:L�)L��RU�EURDGFDVWHG�
information moving out into the room. In 'UHDP�+RPH�5HQRYDWLRQ��VRPHRQH·V�YLVLRQ�RI�KRPH�EHLQJ�UHQRYDWHG�WR�VXLW�D�OX[XU\�EHDFKIURQW�IDQWDV\�ZDV�PDGH�IURP�UHIHUHQFLQJ�ERWK�D���'�PRGHO�DQG�
P\�LPDJLQDWLRQ��,�KDG�VHYHUDO�PDTXHWWHV�PDGH�RI�WKHVH�SDLQWLQJV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�WXUQ�WKHP�DURXQG�DQG�VHH�WKHP�IURP�DOO�DQJOHV��



SH:
<RX�FUHDWH�GHSWK�DQG�WKHQ�ÁDWWHQ�LW��<RX�ZHDYH�VLPXOWDQHRXV�WLPH�DQG�RYHUODS�GLIIHUHQW�FRGHV�

AB:
An invisible system running things in the background is what I was thinking about in�&LYLO�3ODQQLQJ. This work concerns decisions around plans for a city, its underworkings and the structures that 
NHHS�LW�IXQFWLRQLQJ��7KH�SLSHV�RQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�UHVHPEOH�WKH�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�FLUFXLWU\�RI�D�PLFURSURFHVVRU��,·YH�ORRVHO\�UHIHUHQFHG�*RRJOH�6WUHHW�9LHZ�LPDJHV�RI�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�FLW\�
dwellers on their morning commutes. My imagined interpretation of their screen-based mental states ripples out into the space around them. 

SH: 
2XU�LQWHUQDO�DQ[LHWLHV�DQG�IUXVWUDWLRQV�DUH�VR�DYDLODEOH��ULJKW"�

AB:
Absolutely. In addition to the macro concept of decision fatigue in everyday life, these works are also about the process of painting and the thousands of tiny decisions I have to make as an artist. 
2QH�RI�P\�UXOHV�LV�WKDW�P\�ZRUNGD\�LQ�WKH�VWXGLR�LV�RQO\�ÀQLVKHG�ZKHQ�,·YH�UXQ�RXW�RI�SDLQW�RQ�P\�SDOHWWH��3DLQW�6KHOYHV is a record of this part of my process, in which remaining bits of paint are 
XVHG�XS�RU�¶SXW�DZD\·�RQ�WKHVH�VKHOYHV�EHIRUH�WKH�GD\�LV�RYHU�

--

6WXDUW�+RURGQHU�LV�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.HQWXFN\�$UW�0XVHXP��+LV�DUW�ZULWLQJ�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�$UW�,VVXHV��$UW�RQ�3DSHU��%RPE��'D]HG�	�&RQIXVHG��DQG�6XUIDFH�

CHALK HORSE
 

  167 WILLIAM STREET, DARLINGHURST SYDNEY 
        NSW  2O1O AUSTRALIA  PH + 61 2 9356 3317

WWW.CHALKHORSE.COM.AU


